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Operational Definitions for Quality Indicators

A1-01

A1-02

A1-03

A1-04

A1-05

A1-06

A1-07

A1-08

A1-09

A1-10

A1-11

Al-12

Ocular injury during procedure
Chart documentation of ocular trauma, blindness, conjunctivitis, corneal laceration, or ophthamological consult.

Dental injury during procedure
Anesthesia Record documentation of such injury and/or chart documentation of dental/oral surgery consult.

Re-intubation in OR or in PACU or within 4 hours in ICU (direct admit from OR)
As stated.
REVISED: 10/12/98

Oxygen saturation <90% upon arrival to PACU or ICU (direct admit from OR) or <85% while in PACU or
during first 4 hours in ICU (direct admit from OR)

As stated.

REVISED: 10/12/98

Oxygen saturation <90% with intraspinal analgesia within 24 hours of the last intraspinal narcotic dose
As stated.

Development of acute pulmonary edema during or within 1 post-procedure day
Pulmonary insufficiency requiring ventilatory support (intubation or re-intubation; includes ARDS and pulmonary

edema causes)*.

Development of aspiration pneumonitis occurring during or within 2 post-procedure days
Chart documentation in physician’s progress notes, X-ray report consistent with, and/or a pulmonary consult.

Development of CNS complications within 2 post-procedure days
Consists of four sub-groups: Stroke (central neurologic deficit persisting for >72 hours), Transient neurologic deficit
(TIA [recovery within 24 hours], delirium), Coma > 24 hours, or Peripheral neuropathy*.

Development of peripheral neurological deficit within 2 post-procedure days
Chart documentation in physician’s progress notes of foot drop, numbness, weakness, neuropathic
pain/hyperasthesia, or paralysis.

Development of an AMI within 2 post-procedure days

Defined as meeting two of four criteria: (1) Prolonged (>20 min) “typical” chest pain not relieved by rest and/or
nitrates; (2) Enzyme level elevation: CK-MB >5% of total CPK, CK > 2x normal, LDH subtype 1 > LDH subtype 2,
or Troponin >0.2 mg/ml; (3) New wall motion abnormalities; (4) Serial ECG (at least two) showing changes from
baseline or serially in ST-T and/or Q waves that are 0.03 seconds in width and/or +1/3 of the total QRS complex in
two or more contiguous leads. *

Cardiac arrest with 2 post-procedure days
Ventricular fibrillation, rapid ventricular tachycardia with hemodynamic instability, or asystole.*

Unplanned admission to ICU within 2 post-procedural days

Any case that was not booked to go to ICU prior to the start of the case.

Discontinued: 9/14/98, Committee decided to discontinue collection of this indicator. It was felt patients of this type
would be captured under A1-06, A1-07, Al-08, A1-09, A1-10, A1-11, A1-95, or A1-98.
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Unplanned admission within 2 post-procedure days following an outpatient procedure
This will be captured by a monthly report of re-admissions of patients within 2 post-procedural days of any

outpatient procedure involving anesthesia.

Postural headache within 4 post-procedural days following a spinal or epidural anesthesia
As stated.

Complication of anesthesia
Any other complication of questionable anesthesia etiology to flag for review.

Death within 2 post-procedural days
As stated. Data available from an automated report based on H.LM.D. coding.

* Definition Source: Society of Thoracic Surgeons National Database Data Dictionary
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